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SUMMARY

Svynopsis of Bill

House Bill 477 expands the plaintiffs who may receive private remedies as part of a class action
suit under the Unfair Practices Act. Under current law, an award of up to three times the actual
damages could be granted to named plaintiffs in the class suit when the jury finds that the defen-
dant party has willfully engaged in unfair, deceptive or unconscionable business practices.

With the change proposed in HB 477, al members of the class may now be awarded these dam-
ages.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

Thereis no direct fiscal impact on the state as aresult of HB 477. However, there may be an in-
crease in the number of appeals of, and challenges to, a damage award due to the increased po-
tentia for larger awards. Appeals are costly for the courts.
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